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A HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS

For Next Week:

Mat 13:24-43
Mark 4:30-34
Luke 13:18-21
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Calvary Chapel




CALL TO THE WORD

Matthew 13:1-9 (NKJV)




Intro

The seed — God’s Word — is always good. The Sower —
God Himself — is always faithful. But the soil, the heart,

determines whether that seed just lies on the surface or
takes root and bears fruit.




Intro

Isaiah 55:11
“So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it

shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what |
please.”




Setting the Scene

[Matthew 13:1-3; Mark 4:1-3; Luke 8:4-5]

Parables — short, everyday stories that carry

deep, kingdom-sized truth; stories reveal truth
to the humble and hide it from the proud.




Cast of Characters

[Matthew 13:3; Mark 4:3; Luke 8:5]

The Sower
The Seed
The Soil

“You’ve been born again, not of corruptible seed
but incorruptible, through the word of God which
lives and abides forever.” — 1 Peter 1:23




Four Soils- Four Heart Conditions

[Matthew 13:4, 19; Mark 4:4, 15; Luke 8:5, 12]

The solil represents the human heart — your
heart, my heart.




Four Soils- Four Heart Conditions

[Matthew 13:4, 19; Mark 4:4, 15; Luke 8:5, 12]

Hard Soil — The Unresponsive Heart

“Break up your fallow ground,
foritis time to seek the Lord.”
— Hosea 10:12




Fallow ground is ground that once was
fruitful but has been neglected — it’s
unplowed, hard, and overgrown with weeds.

Likewise, a Christian’s heart can grow hard,
crusted over with worldliness, self-
satisfaction, or spiritual laziness.

Before God can bring revival, the heart must

be broken up — exposed, softened, and
made ready for new seed.




Breaking Up Fallow Ground Involves

» Examining yourself * Warnings:
honestly * You can’t pray for

revival while keeping
* Confessing specific sins your heart unplowed.

* Forsaking sin immediately * Don’t just feel

, convicted — acton it.
* Renew your obedience
e Godwon’t plant new

seed where old weeds
still rule.




The Promise

When the ground is broken up, God sends the rain.

When the heartis softened, He sends righteousness
and renewal.

“The rain and snow come down from the heavens and
stay on the ground to water the earth. They cause the

grain to grow, producing seec
the hungry. It is the same wit
It always produces fruit. It wi

for the farmer and bread for
N my word. | send it out, and

Ll accomplish all | want it to,

and it will prosper everywhere | send it.” Isa 55:10-12




The Rocky Soll - The Shallow Heart

[Matthew 13:5-6, 20-21; Mark 4:5-6, 16-17; Luke 8:6, 13]

This is the emotional hearer — quick to respond, slow
to endure. They’re excited when it’s easy, discouraged

when it’s hard. They want resurrection without
crucifixion, blessings without battles.

God’s not looking for quick sprouts — He’s growing
oaks, not dandelions.




The Thorny Soil — The Crowded Heart
[Matthew 13:7, 22; Mark 4:7, 18-19; Luke 8:7, 14]

This is the distracted hearer — a heart full of
Worries. Wealth. Wants.

You can’t grow two crops in one field. Something’s
gotta go — the weeds or the Word.




The Good Soil — The Fruitful Heart
[Matthew 13:8, 23; Mark 4:8, 20; Luke 8:8, 15]

This heart has been broken up by repentance,

watered by grace, and cleared of thorns by the Spirit.

God’s not after perfection — He’s after receptivity.




The Types of Fruit

Character Fruit — Gal 5:22-23 - Christlikeness on
Display

Conduct Fruit=Col 1:10; Jhn 15:8 — Obedience is
how we express our love

Conversion Fruit— Rom 1:13 —the fruit of souls won




The Types of Fruit

Communication Fruit—Heb 13:15 —the fruit of
praise and thanksgiving

Contribution Fruit—Pro 11:25 - Financial giving,
serving others, using your time and resources for
God’s work — that’s fruit, too.




The Types of Fruit

Continuance Fruit: Rom 5:3-4 — when you stay
faithful in hard seasons

Corporate Fruit: Eph 4:16 - When believers work
together in unity, we produce fruit the world can
actually taste — love, compassion, justice, truth,
and hope.




\What This Teaches Us About God Ourselves & the Gospel
[Matthew 13:18-23; Mark 4:13-20; Luke 8:11-15]

God is sovereign — Only He can make a heart good.

Our Responsibility: We still must prepare the soil
Encouragement: Don’t Quit Sowing — Gal 6:9




Bringing It Home

[Matthew 13:23; Mark 4:20; Luke 8:15]

What kind of soilam 1?

Keep throwing seed.

Measure success by how many hearts are being
changed.




Bringing It Home

[Matthew 13:9; Mark 4:9; Luke 8:8]

‘He who has ears to hear, let him hear!’”

“All right — you’ve heard the story. Now, what are
you going to do with it?”
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