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"To the angel of the church of Ephesus write,
'These things says He who holds the seven
stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst
of the seven golden lampstands: "I know your
works, your labor, your patience, and that you
cannot bear those who are evil.

Call to the Word - Rev 2:1-7




And you have tested those who say they are
apostles and are not and have found them
liars; and you have persevered and have

patience and have labored for My name's sake
and have not become weary.

Call to the Word - Rev 2:1-7




Nevertheless, | have this against you, that you
have left your first love. Remember therefore
from where you have fallen; repent and do the
first works, or else | will come to you quickly

and remove your lampstand from its place—
unless you repent.

Call to the Word - Rev 2:1-7




But this you have, that you hate the deeds of
the Nicolaitans, which | also hate. "He who has
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches. To him who overcomes | will give to
eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of

the Paradise of God." '’

Call to the Word - Rev 2:1-7
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How to Approach this Series

1. Take each letter personally

Introduction / background
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2. Remember there is a little bit of each church in
every church.
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How to Approach this Series

1. Take this letter personally

2. Remember there is a little bit of each church in
every church.

3. The church will be purified (1Pe 4:17)
4. The Paradise of God is the ultimate reward.

Introduction / background




Outline:

* Introduction (v.1)

e Commendation (vv. 2-3, 6)
e Condemnation (v. 4)
 Recommendation (v. 5)

* Declaration (v. 7)

Introduction / background
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Introduction / Rev 2:1




“...church of Ephesus...”

Acts 15-19

Pastors: Aquila and Priscilla, Apollos, Paul, Timothy,
Tychicus, John

Introduction / Rev 2:1




Introduction
Rev 2:1
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Commendations / Rev 2:3-4




“..cannot bear those who are evil”

Sensitive to the presence of evil

“...and you have tested...”

Church of Discernment
(Act 20:29-32)

Commendations / Rev 2:3-4




“...perseverance, patience...”
Hupomone’: to bear up under

Theyworked hardsatit, and they-stayed under the
difficulties and persevered = hard-worKking,
relentless;.indomitable. What a wonderful

church: notlazy, ‘not looking for instant
gratification.” (MacArthur)

Commendations / Rev 2:3-4
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Commendations / Rev 2:3-4
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* Remember: what it was like, where you left off

* Repent: change your mind, don’t stay in a spiritual
state of lovelessness

* Repeat: the first things you did when you first fell in
love with Jesus

Condemnation / Rev 2:4
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“To those who overcome, | will grant to eat of the tree
of life which is.in the paradise of God.”

Rev 22:2;: Eze 47:12

Condemnation / Rev 2:4
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